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NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Science 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Minister for Science) [12.01 pm]: I am pleased to remind the house that we 
are currently in the middle of National Science Week. Across Western Australia, National Science Week 
activities are inspiring audiences to wonder, experiment and discover. Some wonderful events have already been 
held over the week. 

The state’s celebrations were launched by Hon Donna Faragher, MLC, on Saturday, 16 August at the 
Perth Science Festival, held in the Perth Cultural Centre. This free outdoor event attracted thousands of visitors 
and showcased the excitement of science. Families took simulated underground mine tours, tried out their 
engineering skills through tin can construction, learnt about science in the kitchen, tried their hand at extracting 
DNA and got up close with reptiles, to name a few of the activities. 

Groups from Wyndham to Esperance are also drawing in their own communities. More than 200 events and 
science activities are taking place throughout the state this week. The South West Super Science Spectacular, 
held in Bunbury last Saturday, and Geraldton’s Goodness Festival, which is running over two weeks, are two 
very fine examples of community engagement in science. 

I am looking forward to Thursday night, when I will have the great privilege of announcing the winners of the 
2014 Premier’s Science Awards at the Western Australian Museum. The Science Awards recognise and 
celebrate the outstanding scientific research and engagement efforts taking place in the state. From solar power 
to cognition and emotions, mathematical modelling to bees, plant energy to astrophysics, this year’s award 
finalists reflect Western Australian science in its diversity and depth. For some of our young people, 
participation in a National Science Week activity will hopefully be the inspirational moment that leads them to  
a career in science. 

It is the collective effort of individuals and organisations across the science community that makes National 
Science Week such a success each year, and I thank everyone involved. In particular, I take this opportunity to 
acknowledge the work of the Office of Science within the Department of the Premier and Cabinet. I established 
the office in April 2013 to lead the government’s science efforts and I am very pleased that it has played such an 
active role in National Science Week. The celebrations run until Sunday, 24 August 2014, so it is not too late to 
participate. I encourage all Western Australians to ignite their curiosity and get involved in National Science 
Week. 
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